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CHILDREN’S MEETINGS UNDER JOSEPH KEMP

Apart from the Sunday School, which is covered elsewhere, the earliest extant record of a meeting specifically for children is in the Deacons’ Minute of 29 September 1905, when Joseph Kemp reported that Mr Dunbar had been unable to continue to conduct Children’s Meetings and that Mr Trickett had agreed to take his place in the meantime. The next entry is in the Church Handbook of April 1906, page 7. The phrase ‘since its inception a year ago’ means that from the spring of 1905, there had been a prayer meeting for children every Sunday at 6 p.m., under the direction of Mrs Beruldson, the wife of one of the elders. The ages of the children is not given. The next reference is at page 22 of the same Handbook, to a meeting conducted by Mr Trickett in the Chapel on Tuesday evenings at 7 o’clock. ‘Some have been savingly converted’.

A Tuesday evening meeting for children at 6 p.m. was started in December 1907 in the Chapel – the report does not link it to the one mentioned above, but speaks of it as a new work. On the opening night, the body of the Chapel was filled. ‘We must get the children for Christ’.

There was also a Friday evening children’s meeting conducted by Mr Scott. It is not known when it started, but it broke up for the summer in April 1908 – ‘Now that the light nights are on us again, boys and girls are found playing in the streets of the city and this is perfectly natural.’

This department of our work promises to be a most helpful and fruitful effort on behalf of the children.  The meetings are held in the Hall every Friday evening and about 100 children are generally present. Mr Ronald, the superintendent, has devoted himself unsparingly to this happy work, and it must be a great encouragement to him to see the enjoyment the meeting affords the children week by week. The speakers have been most interesting, and the children have heartily appreciated all they have seen and heard.
 

The Children’s Meeting on Friday night is thriving under Mr Ronald’s able control. It broke up for summer at the end of April 1909 – good interest and attendance.

A mission to children was held in March 1909, with gospel addresses and lantern slides. Attendance was good.
 Joseph Kemp wrote a series of articles in the Record on ‘Practical Methods of Christian Work’; numbers 15 and 16 were on: ‘Work amongst Children’.
 At page 184 he concentrated, in lesson 18, on ‘How to secure and hold our [Sunday School] Scholars.

Friday evening meetings were resumed in the autumn of 1909, in the Albert Hall, assisted by cinematograph.
 

Earlier in the year some definite advance was made in this department by Mr Ronald who has devoted himself to work amongst the young. For some time the Albert Hall was the place of meeting, and literally hundreds of children were brought together on Friday evenings to hear the gospel proclaimed.  The meetings have been throughout exceedingly encouraging, and it is not without hope that some of the children have heard words to the saving of the soul.

On Monday 1 May 1911, in a service unique in the Chapel’s two hundred years, Joseph Kemp baptised 19 young people from the Sunday School and Bible Classes. The notes of his address were printed in the Record.
  Having reviewed at length what Jesus had said about children (not copied here), Joseph Kemp went on:

‘WHAT IS CHILD CONVERSION? There is a danger that we expect too much from a child.  In its simplicity the child will trust itself to the Lord, without asking the many questions with which grown up people perplex themselves.  It is unfair to expect children to give a doctrinal statement of their position; such a demand might puzzle many grown up people.  Jesus Christ does not demand it, neither should we.  Child conversion is just what the Bible states it to be, viz., "One of these little ones which believe in me." It is coming to Christ with a trusting heart, and taking Him for what He promises to be, and thus the child will find Christ to be Saviour, Friend, Helper, Master.  The child will trust his Saviour, love his Friend, and obey his Master.

‘THE CHILD AND BAPTISM.  I am not going to dwell at any great length on this aspect of the subject.  Suffice it to say that the term "adult baptism" is found nowhere in the Scriptures.  What we do find there is our Lord's command to baptise disciples, and as the Rev. Charles Brown pointed out at the Spring Session of the Baptist Union, "We lay far less stress on baptism than did most other Christians.  We did not baptise merely adults, we baptised disciples who might be adolescents, and who in many cases are still in the tender age of childhood." Our Lord has not made baptism a question of age, but has closely associated it with belief, and if we grant that the child can believe in Christ, we must also allow the child the privilege of believer's baptism.  Not years, but heart condition is the qualification.

‘THE CHILD AND THE CHURCH.  The absence of children from the regular services of the Church has been justly lamented.  In a few congregations children are to be found scattered through the audience, but in no considerable numbers.

‘Should children be allowed to enter into Church membership?  Let us hope that the sanity of parents would prevent them attending Church meetings?  A child ought to enjoy the privileges and blessings which the Church can afford, without being brought to the business meetings of the Church, where more or less heated discussions on all kinds of topics take place.  That they ought to be received into fellowship is the testimony of very eminent saints.  The late Mr Spurgeon declared one time that in his Church of 2,700 members he had never been obliged to exclude one who was received as a child.  Mr Archibald Brown says, “What we need is to expect conversions among the little ones, and welcome them when they come, and thank God for them.” Another servant of God with wide experience states that he is convinced that the best, clearest, most intelligent converts the Church received were the young ones.

‘The continued decreases in the membership of the different denominations have recently led Sir William Robertson Nicoll to devote much space in the British Weekly to this subject, and as the article is so much after our own mind we venture to quote somewhat fully from it.  In the ‘League of Worshipping Children’, he says, We have to begin with the children of the Church.  Whatever our loss, we have still in our Sunday schools the great majority of the children of this country.  It is in the Sunday schools that our first hope is to be found.  If we could win to Christ and to the Church the children taught in our Sunday-schools we should not be where we are.  The kingdom would be advancing visibly and undeniably as it is not now.  Our Sunday-schools are doing magnificent work, and it is cheering to note that they are steadily improving in all that makes for real efficiency.  With hardly an exception the teachers in our Sunday-schools are warm friends to the Church, and they are generally members.  But the sorrowful truth is that a very large proportion of those taught in our Sunday-schools fall away and never enter the Church at all.  This is the fault of the Church at least as much as it is the fault of the Sunday-school, Probably the blame rests mainly with the Church.  If we could bring the Church and the Sunday school into cordial and effective operation the immediate results would be of the most happy and astonishing, kind.  The instrument is already to our hand.  We need no more machinery.  'We need simply an earnest purpose, and the wise and persevering use of means.  We do not hesitate to say that within a month many thousands of children might be added to our congregations, to their great strengthening now, and to their infinitely greater strengthening in the days to come.

‘But do the children attend our Churches?  This is the first question.  Do we strive by all lawful means and with all earnestness of purpose to bring them into our Churches?

‘It is impossible not to see that a very large number of the children attending the Sunday-school are not to be found in Church on Sunday morning.  That the proportion of worshipping children can be increased is shown by the fact that some Churches do so much better than other Churches. We are not forgetting that there are local circumstances which, in certain cases, make comparisons unfair.  Some Churches have Mission Sunday-schools: in other Churches the schools are for children of the congregation, and the attendance at public worship is easier secured in the latter ease.  But will any one deny that there opens up for the Church an easy, a hopeful, and a most promising sphere of work in deliberately, earnestly, unweariedly seeking to bring the children to the House of God?  If we falter in this effort, if we are careless whether the children worship or no, can we wonder that when the restraints of school are shaken off the practice of common worship is renounced? We have to form the habit.  The children who from the beginning have taken their place in the society of redeemed souls, to which the presence of Christ is promised, will continue by Divine grace in the fellowship.  They will hear there the message of light and pardon repeated week by week.  From the Church flows a continuous stream of Divine instruction, which meets the questions of our natures. There are promises to fortify, and consolations to soothe, and threatenings to tremble at in the Divine Word.  There is also the fellowship of praise, in which children quickly and gladly join.  But we do not need to argue.  It is the thoughts of childhood that are the long, long thoughts, and it is in the sanctuary, and only in the sanctuary, that they can fully learn the message of the Eternal Love.

‘The family group!  That is what we want to see again.  That is the great necessity of the Church in these days.  Who will work for it?  By what steps shall we most wisely approach our goal? Will the Churches through the country turn their thoughts and prayers and labours in this direction?  If so, we shall see great days. The winter of our discontent will soon be over.  We have thought of a League of Worshipping-Children to be drawn from all the Churches, but this may be too bold.  A simpler and more immediate way may be best at first.

‘It is chiefly by Christlike care for the children that languishing Churches are invigorated, and that spiritual indifference and decay are most surely arrested, We who believe that Christ has a right to command distant and unborn generations cannot evade the clear, unequivocal, inalienable duty of bringing to our children the saying news of His Person, His Work, His Words.

‘Let the Church hold out her arms to the children and she will find no hearts more ready to respond to the Church's love.  In saving a child, not only -Is a soul saved but a life also.  To neglect the children is a suicidal policy.  Christ received them and still receives them and so must His Church.’

Junior Classes (ages 14 to 17) were formed in November 1909, for lads and girls, at the same time as the main School of Bible Study. This successfully filled the gap between the Sunday School and the main School.
 Friday evening children who did not come to the Sunday School were not to be invited to the Sunday School Christmas Treat.
 

What is recognised by all the Churches is the difficulty of holding young lads from the time they leave the Sunday School to the time they reach manhood.  So far, the average Bible Class has largely failed and this great flood of young life is practically left untouched to drift where it will.  Some effort is to be made amongst us at the New Year by Dr. Williamson, in conjunction with the Brotherhood.  At the time of writing, the full scheme has not been drafted, but it is suggested that the young lads who have passed from the Sunday School should be gathered at 3 o'clock, and unite with the men's meeting.  This may not be an ideal arrangement.  The men may resent the boy element coming into their meeting; on the other hand, lads may prefer meeting by themselves.  The type of meeting suitable for men may prove distasteful to lads and vice versa, but at any rate it can be tried.  Something has got to be done.

There were Special Children’s Meetings in October 1913, nightly for a fortnight in the Lower Hall, led by Tom Curr and F.F. Main. They were productive – a number of young people made definite decisions for Christ and number of new scholars began to attend the Sunday School.
 

In 1914, Mr D. Ronald led choruses and gave breezy talks, and Tom Curr gave blackboard talks on Friday evenings at 7 p.m. They were resumed in November, with an encouraging beginning.
 They were restarted in November 1915 under Mr. Ronald – an excellent start.
 They closed in April 1916, under Mr. M’Laren – ‘very good’.
 

� Record 1908, p. 2.


� Record 1908, p. 59.


� Annual Report for 1908 - A Year's Work at Charlotte Chapel. By the Secretary, Record 1909, p. 52.


� Record  1908, p.170; 1909, p. 65.


� Record 1909, pp. 34, 49, 65.


� Record 1909, pp. 119, 135. 


� Record 1909, p. 178. For the Chapel’s use of the Albert Hall, see ‘Albert Hall’ on the website.


� Annual Report for 1909 - The Year’s Work at Charlotte Chapel - Record 1910, p. 36.


� Record 1911, pp. 82, 86–8. 


� Record, 1909, p. 178.


� Sunday School Minute Book, 15 December 1912.


� Record, 1913, p. 2.


� Record, 1913, pp. 145, 179.


� Record, 1914, pp. 3, 178.


� Record, 1915, p. 182.


� Record, 1916, p. 66.








